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Excerpts from Fr. Carrén’s Interview at The New York Encounter

Notes not revised by the speaker

Fr. Peter Cameron: Fr. Carron, there are 1,372 people gathered in this room right now. I've spoken to each of
them and we all have a problem and we got together and we decided that we would like to make it your problem.
Fr. Julian Carron: I welcome the problem.

Fr. Cameron: All of us have come together in this room because something is moved us. So the experience that
we all share, sitting in these chairs, is that we’re looking for something, we’re looking for something more. And what
we want to know is, what does the Christian faith have to offer our life right now that is truly relevant? Because we
don’t want life to be a ritual, we all want to meet Jesus Christ, we've met Jesus Christ, but we want to know him
more closely, more intimately. We want his life to be our life. And the sadness that we feel in our life is because
that’s not the case can make us feel like failures sometimes. Even more, we want our life to change we want to be
like Zacchaeus in the gospel and we wonder, and something moves us, tells us, that the greatness that we see of the
people of the gospels is possible for us. So I guess that’s our question. Is it possible for to actually live the greatness
of the people in the gospels before we get to heaven. We know heaven’s going to be great but do we have to wait
until then for this greatness to happen. So that’s our problem. We are hoping you will help us, and maybe we can
start by framing the problem with this question. What exactly is the role of the Christian event in life.

Fr. Julian Carron: yesterday morning I was struck by a comment a college student made during an assembly: 1
desire not to miss out on anything, like the beautiful things. I think this comment expresses the longing each one
of us has. It is a beautiful expression of this deeply seeded longing: we don’t want to miss out on anything; we want
every beautiful thing that happens along the way of our life to remain. Who of us wouldn’t agree with him?
Everyone desires not to miss out on any beautiful thing that happens in life. In front of this, each of us has to decide
whether to take it seriously or to forget it. This is the first decision that we face every morning, every moment of
life: to take seriously this urgency, this human longing. When a person takes seriously this longing all of the sudden
life fills with intensity, curiosity, urgency to find an adequate answer. This may seem nothing but without this
longing life becomes flat, uninteresting. Without this longing we don’t expect. This is the decision of every morning.
Do we wake up expecting? Taking seriously this longing makes waking up, going to the work or to study, meeting
people or reading a book, an opportunity to find an answer. [...] Expecting generates curiosity, attention to every
hint that reality offers. This longing makes every relationship opportunity of finding something instead of
perceiving life as a burden. It makes me aware that life is full of promise. To wake up every morning with this
expectation; to live every instant with this curiosity is to be human. This is what happened to John and Andrew.
Two people who woke up that morning longing for something. They heard John the Baptist. They were curious
and went to meet him and in that moment something changed their life forever. He happened.

[ was struck by the Pope’s homily at the Feast of the Epiphany. He mentioned that in this feast we can see a double
movement: 2 movement of God towards the world, towards humanity, and a movement of man towards God.
Religion is the quest for Truth, the journey towards peace, justice, freedom, the movement of man towards God.
This movement of man towards God has been answered by another movement, that of God towards man. This

double movement, said the Pope, is driven by a mutual attraction. What is it that draws God towards us? Love for
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us. We are his children and he loves us, and wants to free us from evil, from sickness from death from burden. He
moves towards us to bring us to His home, to His kingdom. Jesus is the meeting point of this mutual attraction.
This is the meaning of the Christian event. Jesus is the meeting point of this mutual attraction, this double
movement of God and toward man and man towards God. He took the initiative. God always does. God’s love
always comes before our own. Seeing our longing for Him, our desire for happiness that we are not capable of
fulfilling with our attempts, God has pity on us and has moved towards us to filled this longing that constitutes our
being human, our heart. He always takes the initiative. He awaits us. He invites us. The initiative is always His.
Pope Francis emphasizes this every time he speaks. Christ’s initiative is first. His love is at the beginning, the starting
point.

This is the Christian event: An experience that we can see in another that started in the encounter between the
humanity of Jesus and John and Andrew, and continued afterwards in other encounters until it arrived to us,
through the encounter with someone in whom we saw a possibility of living life in such a way that we no longer
miss out on every beautiful thing that happens. This expectation, this longing is longing of meeting Him, someone
in whom we can recognize His presence, a presence that saves everything forever, all the beautiful relationships, all
the beautiful things that we want to keep forever but that we are incapable of keeping because it’s impossible for us
to maintain them in all their freshness, in all their beauty. We need someone greater than we to keep all the beauty
that happens in our life. This is the event.

Fr. Cameron: So, the student that you were speaking to is very much like, or I should say the Magi are very much
like the student, so, because they had this longing, they had this urgency, they were driven by it. They woke up in
the morning going to their job, really looking for something more, then one day they looked into the sky and saw
this beautiful star which is kind of an event and they decided to pack their bags, kiss their wives goodbye, to gas up
the camels and head east, or west I guess, they were east. So, this longing, this urgency that you are talking about
this is not just for Christians then. I’s for every human being.

Fr. Carron: This longing belongs to every human being. Each one of us can recognize this longing in experience.
Who doesn’t desire to keep the most important things that happen? For instance, who doesn’t desire to keep the
love for the loved one alive forever? Who does not desire to keep this love alive, always fresh? We don’t desire for
things to happen and after a while fade away, disappear. We desire to continue to be a present event that involves
all of life, not a memory of the past. Yes, we are not capable of maintaining alive what we hold most dear in life.
For example, we feel really lucky when someone offers us a job. We begin the job full of energy and curiosity, with
the desire of making a real contribution to the company. But after a short while the difficulties, our incapacity,
make working boring or difficult to bear. What happened? The starting point was filled with curiosity, filled with
expectation but after a while everything changed and little by little we became skeptical. We no longer believe that
my longing can be answered, my desire realized.

Fr. Cameron: And that is part of our problem. We feel like happiness is an illusion that we’ve been deceived into
thinking that there is this fulfillment, but as you say, the event that we are looking for is not something of our
making, it’s not of our initiative, it begins in a love and it has to be great enough to take up all of that urgent
longing, all of that desire, etc. But why, Fr. Carron, is it so important to speak about Christianity as an event.

What's the significance of that word.
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Fr. Carron: We often speak of Christianity as ethics or feelings. Christianity is an event. Examine your own
experience. In our experience we understand. To understand that Christianity is an event we must look for a
significant event in our own life. The most common and powerful moment in which we can see the relevance of
the event in our own life is falling in love. Let’s look at this moment together. If we pay attention we can
acknowledge some details and repercussions. First and foremost, falling in love introduces a new way of dealing
with the ordinary things. Every circumstance may remain the same — you did not change job, life’s struggles did
not disappear - yet, something new is happening. Something new in the way you deal with the struggles of everyday
life. This newness is so evident in someone in love that people around realize it, recognize this newness up to the
point that many times someone may ask: are you in love? They don’t know what happened, but they recognize
that something happened; an event happened. Only an event has the power to introduce something really new in
the way we live ordinary life. As a matter of fact, we can assess if an event has become the criterion of our living by
the influence it has in our living. An event introduces a newness that no other effort or attempt is able to introduce.
A decision we make, a project we create, does not have the power to make us live the ordinary in a new way. The
change is not of our making. It is a surprise. You were surprised of this newness in the way of living the ordinary.
This is what we long for. This is what we expect. We expect someone who can introduce this newness because no
other attempt is able to do it. This is the only possibility that really can change our daily living to a life full of
meaning, full of intensity, full of warmth of tenderness, according to our desires.

Fr. Cameron: So this is what Pope Benedict XVI means then in Deus Caritas Est, when he says being Christian is
not the result of an ethical choice, or a lofty idea but the encounter with an event, a person which leads to a new
horizon and a decisive direction. And that’s what you would call this newness.

Fr. Carron: That’s it. It’s not an effort made by us. It is not a strategy. It is not some kind of idea that came to our
mind. It is an event! We are unable to answer by ourselves and for this reason we look for someone, an event.
Experience tells us that only when an event can fulfill our longing.

Fr. Cameron: And we want to talk about the newness but just before we move on to that question, just to clarify
then, because I think sometimes the notion of event can become a little abstract for people and we think about event
as, I don’t know, some very special occurrence like a 50th birthday party or something like that, but what you’re
saying is, an event is a person. So as you said, just meeting somebody can make this newness happen and I think
that has been the experience of many of us, if not all of us here at the New York Encounter. We come here not
something to look for ideas, because there are a lot of places to get ideas but we come here because we want to meet
persons, we want to be face to face with persons, be in the presence of persons with the hope that somehow that
newness will take hold of us. And I know that has for me in the few hours I've been here. So then what exactly, Fr.
Carron, what newness does this bring to life, this event. And, in answering the question, if you could help us see it
in maybe some particular gospel example so that we make it very concrete.

Fr. Carron: Let me read with you a text by don Giussani where he comments a scene of the Gospel where we can
see the repercussion of the event in the life of one person who met Christ. Jesus is there speaking at the door of a
house and all the people are blocking the passageway to hear him talk. Two fellows arrived with a stretcher carrying
a paralytic and said: coming through - the way ambulances use sirens when traffic is blocked. Yet, the people did

not move. So then, those two fellows, clever guys, go behind the house. Back in the day, houses were only one story
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high and had a roof made of mud and stone. They hauled the paralytic up to the roof, break the roof and lower him
behind Christ. Christ turns, fixes his gaze on him and says, “take heart, your sins are forgiven”. With great acumen,
with his acumen, Jesus sensed the depression and moral weakness which normally accompanies long illness. The
man had been paralyzed for 30 years and this is an observation which is quite true psychologically. Moments later
he heals him - as a challenge to Pharisees who were scandalized because he said “take heart, your sins are forgiven”.
Imagine that fellow getting up from his bed. Imagine that paralytic finds himself free, standing there like everyone
else. Everyone looks at him with curiosity, a bit frightened because of the strange, supernatural fact that happened
in their midst. [...] What happened afterwards? Afterwards, his relationship with God changed; the way he would
pray that evening; the way he would go to the temple next time; the way he felt when he saw the sunset or rise; the
way he went to work — with his heart overflowing with gratitude for the forgiveness and a mysterious fear. Fear
toward the mystery of God who had reached all the way to him through that man who had healed him. In short,
everything had changed. The affection towards Jesus; the way he said his name; the way he went with the others to
the village to announce the Kingdom of God; the way he thought about his past life; the way he treated his family
members compared to before. All his actions started from a new self-awareness, from a sense of his person from a

physiognomy that was shaped over by what had happened, by that event. This is impossible to replicate. That



